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Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 77th General Convention of
The Episcopal Church urge the United States Congress to reform the Refugee Act
of 1980 in order to modernize the nation’s refugee resettlement program; and be
it further
Resolved, That such modernization efforts include but not be limited to, meeting
the urgent needs of a diverse refugee population through specialized and
extended case management, culturally and linguistically appropriate mental
health services, recertification assistance for refugees with a professional
background, restoration of federal benefits from 8 months to at least one year,
housing and transportation assistance, and other innovative policies that create
an adaptive, sustainable, and effectual integration pathway for refugees that helps
them reestablish their lives in welcoming communities and live to the full
potential of their talents and abilities in freedom and safety; and be it further
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church, in response to our baptismal covenant’s
call to strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of
every human being, as part of the Anglican Communion work to identify
emerging refugee crises on the ground and to lift up populations who lack access
to durable solutions, including resettlement and amplify their voices to local and
global decision makers.

E X P L A N AT I O N

The Episcopal Church’s history of welcoming immigrants to the United States dates back to the 1800s. In the
first part of the 20th Century, the Church increased this effort, ministering to new arrivals displaced by World
War II, establishing the Presiding Bishop’s Fund for World Relief to aid refugees victimized by war and the
Nazi regime and joining with many protestant denominations in founding Church World Service in 1946. In
1975 the Church began resettling thousands of these South East Asian refugees in response to the Vietnam
War.

The passage of the Refugee Act in 1980 incorporated into law the United Nations definition of “refugee”. The
Act standardized resettlement services for all refugees admitted to the U.S and established the legal basis for
today’s Refugee Admissions Program administered by federal agencies in partnership with the Episcopal
Church (later Episcopal Migration Ministries) other voluntary agencies to resettle refugees. However, at that
time the Refugee Act was drafted with only two specific refugee populations in mind- South East Asian refugees
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fleeing the war in Vietnam and refugees from the Soviet Union. Three decades later, the refugee resettlement
program has not seen any significant reforms that respond to the ever changing trends in the refugee
populations currently resettled to the US.

Among these is the diversity of ethnicities and languages, as well as the increasing regularity of refugees who
are victims of torture and severe forms of violence, resettled from situations of protracted displacement of
more than a decade often arriving with serious medical conditions, and single female heads of households. In
2011 alone, Episcopal Migration Ministries resettled refugees from 32 countries, reflecting the fractured,
complex and variable nature of the current global refugee crisis. This diversity places unique demands on the
US resettlement program and its service providers. In turn, this outdated model creates needless barriers in
the ability of refugees to achieve durable self-sufficiency and integration and thus demands reform.

Modernizing the refugee resettlement program to address the needs of multiple groups of refugees is
imperative to the continued success of this program. While several pieces of legislation have been introduced in
recent years to modernize and streamline the refugee resettlement program, as of yet, none have passed.
Leadership is needed on this issue both at the local level as well as at the government actor and international
level, and the Episcopal Church is uniquely poised to offer this leadership through its prophetic voice and
service experience.

Rooted in our tradition of welcoming the stranger, the Episcopal Church is well versed on the issues facing
resettled refugees domestically and intimately connected to the plight of refugees awaiting or in need of
resettlement due to our global presence through the Anglican Communion. Of particular note, the combined
advocacy of the Episcopal Church and Episcopal Migration Ministries was instrumental in persuading the
United States to resettle thousands of Sudanese “Lost Boys” in the early 2000’s. Through the Church’s work
domestically resettling refugees within our communities and through our partnership and advocacy with the
United States government, our Church stands at the forefront of faith-based advocacy for and with refugees
and immigrants, seeking to lift the voice of these most vulnerable groups. Internationally, through the
Episcopal Church and our brothers and sisters in the Anglican Communion, we are able to proactively identify
vulnerable populations who have no yet had access to resettlement and facilitate their access to durable
solutions.
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